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Canadian Trade via the United States.—Imports from overseas countries
via the United States have steadily declined in recent years, especially those from
the British Empire. This decrease has followed: (1) general propaganda to utilize
Canadian sea and river ports; (2) additional concessions to goods imported under
the preferential tariff if they come direct. Provision has been made, in irade
treaties and agreements negotiated with foreign countries, that goods must be
imported via a Canadian sea or river port in order to obtain the full benefits of
special rates of duty. Between 1920 and 1935 imports via the United States have
decreased from 9-5 p.c. to 2-45 p.c. of the total imports from overseas countries.

The proportion of exports from Canada to overseas countries going via the
United States shows a considerable decline since 1927, the percentages for the past
nine fiscal years being: 1927, 39-4, 1928, 38.7; 1929, 36-6; 1930, 33-7; 1931, 27.3;
1932, 18.7; 1933, 14-2; 1934, 14-4; 1935, 17-3. An important factor in the decline
for recent years has been the requirement of direct shipment for goods to qualify
under the Empire preferences introduced in Britain. Details by countries are given
in Table 21 of this chapter.

Trade with Other Foreign Countries.—The relative changes in the positions
occupied by the United States and other foreign countries in Canada’s trade in
various years from 1886 to 1934 are shown in Statement VI below. During the War
and the years immediately following, when production and exports by many Euro-
pean countries were curtailed, imports from the United States rose to a high pro-
portion and were 69 p.c. in 1921, while those from other foreign countries declined.
With this exception the proportion of imports from other foreign countries has
remained surprisingly constant over the period of nearly half a century at about
one-tenth to one-eighth of total imports. Canadian exports to the United States
have fluctuated between 30 p.c. and 46 p.c. of the total, while those to other foreign
countries have increased from 4-5 p.c. to as high as 24-0 p.c. in 1929, declining to
14-2 p.c. in 1935.
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1888. ...ttt iirrenrrrranae- 42,818,651 1I1,756,920F 54,575,571 446 12.2 56-8
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